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WG WELLS, WOKING & THE "REAL" WAR OF THE WORLDS
WOKING TOWN CENTRE & HORSELL COMMON

HLG. Wells camse 1o
Woking m 1895 - gl ihe
atart of his writing carcer
Tive Timae March
first great sclence- fiction
nowel ) wans pablished i
ihan year, Whilst in
Woking., Wells wrate not
only The War of the
Worlds but alse The
fmvindtele Mam (s well a8
severnl ariche
ook IVl
Wells had recemby
married for (be second
time anil had bormywed
L1} fromn his new
medher- in-low 1o help
fizmesh n small. semi-
detnched villa in Maybury
R
He lived there quite
Bappify umta] the end of
18596, when be ond his
wile decided o move W n
ke 81 Worcester
Park with room 1o leok
after his ailing motherin
L

By this stnge, Wells was
siarnting fa o
fram his writing. The W
e it Worfali had alreasly

Been published ns g serics
of artiches i Pearsor s

e and i TH9E i
wis redensed s o book

In bis asilobdography., Wills
recalls how he had leamt i
nide & hacvele in Woking
uned how he had tmvelled
arvainial e aren moting
downm suitable people and
|~I.u.'|.”‘ o be destroved by
leis Manians

It weems appopriale,
therefione, this gusde
shiould doke the mm ol a
eyele wour - although vou
can, af course, walk the
route i vou prefer, [miesd
there are soame parts where
sou will have bo dasmcaint
Please rude legal |
carefilly,




The Ride

This ride mainly covers
events [n the first seven
chapters af the boak,
around the Woking
Town Centre aml
Horsell Comma n areas,
It starts from Woklng
Ralbway Station, bot you
conld, of course, start
from wny pednt alomg the
roufe.

Wokmg Railway Station
Wells mentions the
stalion on sgveral
oceaslond in the book -
the Marmtor hearing the
sonmd of “whuming traii
g camal Franbiing.
araftened lmaail imin
|||¢J'|mfn. B e il eramee '
o The Eve agf"the War',

It was here, (oo, that
Cgilvy and Henderson
headed when they mn into
terwem ta el off “The
Falling Sk’

Wetherspodin

A visid 10 Wetherspoons
is recommended purely 1o
view iheir colleetion of
old photographs of the
sowry, thesdr “Time
Machine' clock (with
quentes Trom The IFiee of
e Warkdy) and the effigy
of *The Invisable Man'
sintng in the window!

Choblses Rosd m kg Vivio-
han times (above) md mong o
Vs Ut e view iy with
This Tripand" i the distanes.

Wsking Sition

m e late
(1,10 T

Tt rosine dhivrn
Chertsry Risml
Tromn e
wiatinn

Wbt

Chabham
Puadl thes
andt i

Hlenersam woemd ks e
reitfergy aharien ar oace, fm
ovilaer o relegeaph the
meven i Lovakon
Anid the station wis
where, o ‘Fridhay Nghe

T v firvusid doiioi,
prereahing ous Seith
marafaly, W seffing
Papry wirl i
aftermoan 'y pewa. '

Just before you reach
the stution turn right
nto Chertses Romd.
Chent

T Welks™ tomee thes was
one of the main shopping
wrects af the town, and 0
was along here, heading
for the s2ainmn, thai
Ogilvy and Hendersan
st have comse o (he
morning of The Falling
Star' -

Wetherspoons [ in
Chertsey Foad beyvond
thi function with
Chobham Raad, so
return to Chertsey Roud,
turm left amd the pabi is
10 yirds am ihe right,
Return the samie way 1o
the Visitor InTormation
Centre and Chobham
Rl

Chibsham Road

A whole chapter s devited
o T Her-Ray fn
Chobiwim Bomd, and wha
happened wo the ‘shop
people gad 50 forth " from
rowie, but one umfismumate
traler featured carlier in
the story. "t Hoarwel]
Common |, when the
Warmbor remrmed o the
caimmon on the Friday
afternoan ta find & much
larger crowd than the one
he had wimessed easlier in
the lay

e e fcgine M,
covernd ik samd. exited
arnd ol rafered, FIRLITING
iy the Hitle streed in thie
bt sunlighr, fuvr as the
shogy folky wvre faking:
dawn thetr shutters anf
;ml;l.l‘r W opeTing el
Bl wimdows.

It was hene, ln, on the
*Fricimy Might " that "u few
sewvands affor arldoight
that crond in Chertiey

Aw warerprining

et dealer in the
Chvoatsheant Roured burad aems
it fein s vl ar Baranrs
Teswd eaf grwere arlup.l'm il
gm_mw-hu'r'

In Wiells® day there was
mmly one “sweetsalT
denler” in Chobham Road,
and s0 we can be
remsonably cemaiin who
this enlerprising rian

wiis

he was Hemry Flowerday
Whether his son had
served Wells one day

with u flat haitle of ginger
beer oo 0 molien apjle, we
can nol be ceratn, but his
name almast certadndy is
ooe of the “avinable
el s plmces ' Wells
later recalled noting down
for destruction by his
Manians!

It i perhaps appeapeiale
that this section of mad

Phet yuf e
arigial
Imsiboagy in
Chertsey

Rl

Chertacy
Haoadd nf the
Juration wth
Chetshatn
ool

The o linder.
-
"

=

The Taiganl

Rewnad, Woking, sow @ st
featl freany heaaver imino b
primeswvod 1o (e maeetl-
WaT,

A few of the origina)

il dings can sl be found
In Cherisey Road on boih
siiles ur the top of the stnee
and beyond Mizza Hur on
the nghi

Turn belt bvto Chiolsham
Foaid and disniount jas

this part of the town is o
reibestrian areal.

If vou whsh, you can leive

vour hicvele in the racks
opposite the Woking
Vishtor Infarmation
Centre and make a small
detour an Toot to
Wethersporms publle
hawse,

{nght putsaide where Henry
Flewerday 1 ved aml
worked) is dedicated 1o
public art depicting the
Martian's cylimder amd

1_npnd.

The Tripod mnd Cylinder
The cylinder and tripod
(ogether with ibe
‘hacteria” embedded 10 the

pavements of Cnown

Passape) were part ol
Woking's celebmsions
marking the centenary of
the priblicatson of the story
in 1H987T im Pearsan’s
Mapazine.

The cylinder welghs about

2000 kilos, whilst the
tripod {designed by

Michacl Condron) stands
seven metres tall with legs
17 et im dinmeter, ench
set at un angle wo allow the
tripased 10 mave slighaly in
strong wimds!



Toovarns Ll
The roee dows
Cliisbhm Fod
Tremm “The
Triganl”
From ihie Tripod iv s
passible to make
anniher small diversion
by turiing belt o the
Town Cuaite {between
Christ Church and
Barclays Bamk] which
imchuibes in lis
metnlwork o deplction
of the Martian Tripad
mad perhaps casler (0
idemtify) the pine trees The Vigiora
of Harsell Commaon, :‘;:’::""" Y

Returm to The Tripod
and Chobham Road,
turmbng left (past Action
Bikes) 1o the end of the
romd and the crossing of
Victoria Way,

UnFortunately in is mod
pmdhlp i iuke yaur
hicyebes under ihe
silvway (as there is o
ramp), but i you would
like to bock wp your hike
it racks bo vour
right, yau wil be
reviarded with o vlew af
nnnther plece of pablic
nrt eebebrating “The
Wiir of the Warkds',

Adier viewing the tile
mural remawnt vour
hleyvele and eross
Victorka Way fo
Whentsheal Bridge (nr
Horsell Bridge, as Wills
wlten refers to 0t In the
boak),

Wheatsheal Hridee
‘Horsell Rridge " is
mentinned on o nember of
occasions in the chapters
T Frallimg Star " and
*The Hewi- Bav fn the
Chabhin Road”

In the latier chapicr he
deseribes wiad happens
om 1he Fritay neght afler
the terrihle killing of the
*Deepuit ation’

T Wrkiregy ive shoapn huaref
el wiven e fragedy
happenedl amd o mumber

The Viers — af penple, shap penple
Wdy erimaliig and 50 forth, antracted by
thre wtowrtes they ol
hetapeed, wewe wallimg aver
Hureweli Bridige and alomy
i ol Beween the
The eriginal Meafpes thar e o ar fasr
Wheatshesf o the comman
Findge

i -
(= . -
- @
Y-
F o

L hobham Boul
was much diferent foqn 2o in 103
today’s wide
thosoughiare, [n those
iays there was very lintde
traiffic on the rouds of
Wokiig and the okl brick
arch bridge, built in the
17908 when the
Basmgstoke Canal was
firsl ennstructed, was only
13 ool wide.

By the time the Martinns
invaded “early In the
rwenticth contury” il
wiiald have been i a

e mEmgin
azenas (he mini-

wrrinda b,

ponr state, @s in DN i
hiod 1o Be closed 1o traffic
anid reploced by & wider
girder bridge just prsor 1o
the Firsl World War,

. The canal, owever,

woild have been
recognisable w Wells

I luis simohiography
Wells mentions the
Hasingsioke Canal - ‘a
prenty caul rarely wied
vl wmeldls ping woods,
a werdy cemal wpon

Wil one conld be fapyn
Jiar heues fov ot v
CETR

At the mind-roundabvut

I Just Béy ol ihe cunal

continwe straight o,
alomg Chohham Raopd,
o the Wheatsheal Hutel
{om yoir belth nid the
Recreathon Grommd jon
the right),

he Whealsheal
Although Wiells docs not
recond The Wihepichenf by
mame, 11 % clear that this
i e greaivlic oee by
Horsell Bridpe " where
Okl et the potiman
soun afler discovenng the
Cwlmder m “The Falling
K
“Thear i e pmasd e
B Seunewhere abowur siv
o vlock He mef
waiamer attal fried ko
mrarhie finr wrdersiamad, fbuf
the tinle b podled, gl Il
AP, T
wilid = fein bt il frailem
il i e niE « vt e
i s ) e on. e
ey ety neaare o i
with phe potman who wi
frear urmlvackivm the doors
iaf e gt Bosioee by
Horsell Bridge. The
Selfer thomgid he v a
tumatie ut farge amd mrde

I heisiberwm,
ay |owndom
dvarmialii,
by
Frved i nne
uf thiss
baiises

The
Wheatsdear
Finted o thie
easly 201l
COm Wy

i wnsireee sl arie i
st By [ano e fap-room,
Thaat sebsered im o lirde,
arnd wivear he s
Hendpreon, e Lomdon
Jonarminlinr, i By gardew
hre walled over the palings
i ey himsell
imulerifoud.

Henderson s howse (wiih
its wooden gulmpl wWid
probahly just back up the
road fram the hitol, near
the junction with Fermifale
Road, The bouses of The
Geowve, Fermibale Road amil
this soction of Chohham
Road were begun in ibe
miid- | #0s when pan of
whil hasl bevn Cobhett’s
Muarsery was soldl for
evelopmiem,

Wells prohably saw the
house being baill ndeed
it should be pointed owl
thal, abihoaigh the places
Wells reconds pow lisnk
Iike quaim Victorian villa,
meoest o 1hem wene then



Some ol the
havizees arl
Ferndaly Rumd
e Beiug
Tmaidn ai the e
what Wells was
wiing ihe
Wiy

probabily reganded as aply
muolern norstmsitics.

e cannot belp wonder
what buildings Wells
il::h" Rasd  wauld cloose 1o have the
g o Martiaims destroy if e
:;.:u"l:-fl'll il was writing the bock

bsckpround) i today (he would probably
e larg B0 e spoill For chokoej!

Continue along
Clnbbam Raad, aroond
the carmer amild up
Kemlewell Hill

Eatiowell 111

A e road goes down
the kil 1owiards the
umctiom with Shores

Road, it i casy o pactune
ome of the mone gruesame
parns of the story in “The
Hevr-Rary fa Clivdyarm
Rexinad .,

‘IWhere i roud grows
marrow i black
Bettwrem tlhe high bk,
the errwd famuiedd ol i
desprane e
oectirred AN thir crawd
il mor escape; Phree
Ty af feat, e
sy il Htile by, :
were i ad :‘:‘:x track comes foon car
pranpled there amd deff e DT EES S ok on the right. At the
die ameiclit the derroramd n wossche €0l 0f the car park e

Tannght = Afier n shart while the

tive wlearkmitan " commes. samdy truck (sometimes
i : L . ilifieult to cyele along
where the sand s very
woft), Take this track
towariks the Sandpit,
r e 2
The Cexstriion -
i Park
Al Ketihewed|
=k B na
Go aver the hill nad =t
the mind- roundaboul at I Ca
ithe junction wilh Shores The Sandpirs
Road, turn rﬁhl and Many people assume thai
then go stralght across the cylinder landed T 1be
the spoir of road Trom sanid-pirs. bait in The
the Beli inta the rough Falling S, Wells says
track Inta the woods of that Digilvy found the
Harsell Commin. eylimider -

‘mannt dnffer cirwn, et g
firr froems e samalpits "
Having said thas, the
sanidpits are nol guite o
Woells woubl have knewn Th ol
themn, as more digging Nisemeld
since Wiells" time has

I o jua
extenbed the pits further  bedon o gt
nurtteexdwand. 1 (he auandpat

The “real” sandpits, as
Wells woald have known
them, f4 the area ol pine
trees bo the right of The
track almost immediately
afier the Lape ponil

11 1% imeresting 1o notc
that some of the hest
descriptions of Homell
Common in tbe lae
Victortan period can he
foumil m The Wire of the
Workdy, It was much
miwe opei than i1 is
Ioday, with less woodland
and miore heath,

The nawer pan
wl the Sandpits

=T wavat avd grervel vl
B Ty vielenily in
wvwry dltrerction aver the
Irecarly el heserher,
farming keaps viabie o
il amdd bl avay. The
heather wis o fire
warsrward, awd e beim Sae
imiake Pase i il
. The piviatg? fovelf ey
ardmannd embirely barried o
sl wuricter Hher seatiered
.;.u'm.lrn af d -t it
traard whivered e frogmem
fndey ool

That wis from the chapser
o " e Falling Srar b
lager i the story {when
the Marratar retarms o the
comumon on s Friday
eveningh he gives mons
detnil of the scome — ik
well ni simne of the most
drammtic parts of the
siocy]

As the cylinder opens and
the Murtian emserged, the
Marmator temed ‘mod
rummaiing el i for
e et e of frees.
peviaps a hradred vards
arway " — Thene, g
SEANTE VIrMng Pime-lrees
o frarze-bushes, |
stippired, pamiing.
arwiitend fiwther
dievelopmaenty.

T o rotd Hre
l.u.n;.r-flirl wiew el wirh
el sramitig, ke
arysefl i o half
fascimates! fervor, '
“Amyon camimg along tie
ol fro Chobdam or
Woakivage wemalod v bewny
amurzied o thr aighr - @
atwinolfimg sunliftinde of
periigrs 100 people ar
mare standing in o grest
irregrlar circle, fn
e, Bebdad Birhes,
Breteirnd gortes il hedypes «
starimgr haerd ai a fiow
Bewps o vawud.

From ihe descripiions that
Tollsw, it m possible 10
work o e o less
where the Narmabor was in
relation to the MMartians'

i purarinamane famining a
Pevr dnto L began
walking, therefore, fn o
higr curve, weding tome
i af vefarge,
"Mt of the spectafors
fund geerhered i oy or
s U - Hitile
erowd fowerds Waking,
et vt @ Ak oof pevyiler
il e i of
Chobrlura, *

m_NmWW
a bweak ot The  O0¥icasly not pan of
Samalgits

A plars o taka

ihese groups. Thete were
some people near him,
cylinder, haweever, mchuding a

“F il miar el g Barek
torwarruls N e, B felf

e phiboner willth whom he
had 4 briel conversation.



Thar | chifowad my
poiiron to o finde kvoll
that g i ihe
advaniage of o vond or
mowre of efevanion, and
when Flooked for lim
presendy e wor voaitking
senwarals Wakimg,

The Nommtor sppesrs o
e v the gast of ihe
samdpits, pear Anthoy”s
This is confirmed soon
mferwands when he
sates.. The crowd far
anway e the Tefl, dwarrads
Wokfag seemed, fo grow
e Birile ket oof prevapele
fosnrly o
dispersed,

In pder o see both these
proups chearly. he wonbd
tave 10 be on the opposite
wide of the sandpits 10
both Woking (to the
souithewiest) and Chobbam
fin the nombewest )

“Aw e e ol of
Mears el dover e,
pime-frecy bursf injo fire,
amd every dry furse-fusk
e with amg dhanld vl
 muray of s, And far
sy forwards Kmapiil /
s e flches of irees
vl fedges o wonden
Fraiilaliiigen suidedemly ser
arlighs,”

The Giale m
Adthonys

It weenibid s inapossible
1oy ko see Konaphill
froan amy part of Horsell
Comamon, Tn those davs,
herwever, the commion
winh mong open than 0 s

Ry The fncapuath ai
from Anthanys as are the the treck torn right and 10 findd
trees of Horsell Comman fllow thks rrack to the
10 anyone standing a1 the main mﬂ“’ Toad. ithe loqlplﬂl from the
top of Knaphill loday. | —— b cur park seross thi
) A creing the capmamon b Woadham
min il ik Chirch and Womdham
The Eiizak Lane.
Here you cam elther urn
right to the Six Cross-
rands and then iake ihe
first twrming to
::d. ﬂ?::;::;"“ the Monument Bridge, or if
Huu-s:'ln =2 Tha (Haak /YOO prefer, crons ihic
puini fo bresk vour i in g~ FOR .':I vt I.:‘
Jrneyl, before taking e 19 Potpath ncrem ¢

cemmary comiman to the bridge.

The route the Narrator
took off af the comman

Is unclear {although he
olwbously ent across the
comman towards the Sy
Crossroads), but sur
route b to continue
along the track by the
samalpies to the houses of
Anthomys.

iz Crossroads

The Marmator, when he
was cacaping from the
cylinder an the Friday
night, comes by the cniss

ranids

I reventher mothing of
way isht exoey the airets
af hlundverimg apain
reey amd sturmbling
nherenrgiy i heabher. "

F canane dmbos B o

Brtweers thit cros-round

vt Flarsetl amad ros
:'::a:r:r:_:“ anlomg M far e CroxEs
Hrdge Fisindy. '

Muuencrs Bridge

Wells calls 1his bridpe

“Etershune Bridige i the

early part of the book, bug ‘Chwr the Maybary arch a

a4 Tt b8 escaping the trafar — went Myt ok ”

comenon from the Cuntinue along

Martians” heat-ray he Monument Road,

deseribes il as the beiulpe through the sets af

Mt croxses the conal By tralTic lights to ihe Mopmsern Mot Bosd

the gaswarke | fell and huises oppisite the Bridpe then  This is whene the Mormtor
[T Junction with Maybuary s nrw. et A dun greoup of
Afler o while he came o Road {on the right peugale = In e gore of one
his senses. tmmeitintely before the af the foreses i the pretty
‘I rage and walked arch), Hitrle porw of pables thir
urstearifly mp the xeeep war mh'._ml' Cheivwral
incline of the bridge.” A Terrace

Thesse houses anc shll
here, between Ammold

Herad Pose v he aroh,
amdl [l ofa

watriaini Caring o Raoad amd the Muybury
Ikt appewrend. Heslide Arch

ity e e By " “Thierst wins @ amiiee i
They wished the Narmbor Iredrimesy frow the

good might, but he was The ‘premy waniorky, und the eleciric
o0 exhausted b wirm ""L'“"ur"r T werw all alighs, [
them of the Martians. He m, -mllqu_m rhe growg af
walked on Termme people




Gas Works 7

4y -

The ek Waiks
i Ppsnadary
Bl i IN5H

The coteancs wl
Wlavbury Wnad
by Maphury
Aurch

The gas works would
have heen very familiar
Wells, o the view all
Horsell Comason from
the back of his house
wonld have been
obscuned by the pas

holders. Perhaps thas
whiy ihe Narmior in the

P

e

L e Manumant e

slory i ‘moved” 10 a
hoose on Masbury Hill,
so thart be can get a much
better view of the action!
Turn right inlo
Muybury Rosd wml
alter ihe ships biak aist
Tar the semi-detached
howse with the blue
Madque on it

[ i
Whert possibile, this rosine
I naken advantage of
safe cvcle routes =nd
eyele paths, bat
infriunately sorve af the
roube mukt be along main
roads, whilst in other
areas vou will have w
dismount, o the mooke
poes through pedestnan
areas or alang footpatis.
Pease be carell ancl
considerale of oikers.
:s.]w\:llll_lf o Horsel|
Commen where dog
walkers and horse riders
will probably be
encountered
The only kill on the e
s Benlewell Hill
olserwise the route is
rebstively Mat and eavy
cycling.
In Woking Town Centre
there are muasous [ﬂm:ﬂ.
ter liack up your bicycle
anil plenty of places o
find sefreshaments
lespecially in the
Cherisey Rusd area)
(nher histelrics on the
roviite mhchude The
Wheatsheaf Hutel on
Chobham Road, Horsell,
and The Bleak Hivuse a1
Anthomys, Engoy!

i
Tnin Wakelord has written
mumenous books, booklets
and articles om the hastory
of Woking amd on it
commoction with H.G.
Wells and “The War of
the Wiorlds',
He also gives illustraied
talks on the sty using
his cxiensive collection of
period photogruphs,
comiemparary maps and
Hiusaraticms. froen
Pearsan's Magazine (in
which "The War of the
Warlds" flrst appeared i
werinl fomn belore heing
puhlllbc\.l as i ook,
lnin conducts & senics of
three guided walks basesd
on lis research amd has
htlpad . MLETTSEITHE
television programmes
aml documentarics abou
the story,
Al lain’s Heritnge Walks
are free, ahlowgh
donations are welcone—
o hat ||.[m.|:|! arours] at
the end of the walk,
For more deails, plense
contact Lnin o 164 High
Strest, D0 Woking,
GLIZI 9TH, ar ¢ mail
heriage walksi miwarld,
cowiL

Miaybury Bood

When Wells came o
Waoking. the Muaybury
aren 'wis Jusi beginning to
be develaped. 1is house
wak one of only three al
the Maybury Arch end of
the il and o such st
have been one of the flist
places to be destroved, as
the Marrator describes the
scene b sees AP the
Wimdenw " m ihe early
haers of Sanday mommg
{afler he remams from
taking his wifi to
Lextherhead),

T wan i fight o
gl v B e e
ol e the el
ol mirveral of the fiouwes
fng dhve Maydiory Rivaid
el the strewty mear the
sharion were glowtag
nnne”

Marbwrr Ryusd
e Wl walal
haiy Lawmn if,
ol s mitn
Frimi e e
[T
bfavbarr

To rench Wisking
Stution ngain, cycle
west, along Mavhury
Road {away from
Maybury Arch),

I i wishy, hawever,
you cun link this ride to
that In the second boak
In this serbes {starting =i
the Mayhars Arch),
which lallows the action
araund the Maybury
Hill area (abant 2%
miles im lengihl,

Thi third book lnks
with the second ook at
The Maybury Arms,
allowing yom o extend
the romte even more
{anuther § miles),
following the Narrator
through Ol Woking
mivd Send, and then back
o Mayhary Hill via
Ripley and Pyrford,



