The Necropolis Company.

One of the reasons the canal and railway were built across Woking
Heath was that, as commeonlund, it was cheaper than farmland. Both
companies required Acts of Parliament to allow for their copstruction, but
the restriction that no commonland could be "enclosed’ without
Parliamentary approval was nol o problem for projects of their siee. Included
in their Acts were provisions for them to buy and enclose the commaonland
and allow for the construction of buildings.

The coming of the railway in particular gave the area quick and
casy access to the capital, but with plenty of undeveloped land closer to
London there was little incentive to develop this arca during the 1830s or
"4k, In any case, when it came to enclosing the land for development, the
cost involved in promoting an Act of Enclosure was too prohibitive for most
speculative builders and so by the 18505 Woking Heath was still unenclosed
andd undeveloped,

During the 18405 London was facing a serious problem., Tis
churchyards were becoming full and with a growing population (and a
corresponding increase in the death mte) there were cases of bodies not
being buried at sufficient depth, or semi-decomposed bodies being dug up
to make way for fresh corpses. Water courses and wells were being
contaminated, with the result that in the late 18408 there was o major cholera
epidemic in the capital. Something had 1o be done 1o remove the problem,
and in 1848 the Government set up the General Board of Health 10 review the
siluation.

In 1850 they came up with the Burials Act, which prohibited all
further burials in London churchyards and allowed large cemeteries to be
established wway from the capnal,

In the meantime, a gentleman called Dr. G.AL Walker suggested that
London's dead could be transported by train away from the capital - far
enough away that they would never be a health hueard. He suggested that a
sparsely populated area with good communications to the eapital should be
usied - an area that was of linle use for anything else - an orea like Woking
Comimoa,

Above < Chre af the pillars
wctrkiong fhe plot of S5 Anee s,
Westminster, in the southern,

Anglican, section
Relow - the cemetery soon after
apening fn (854
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The area of Brookwood Cemetery (4), together with the aree of present-day Knaphill, 8¢ Solms and Hook

Heath (81 would have formed the cometery s originally envisaged by Sie Richavd Broun and Me. Richard

Sprye. Culy whea the Necropolls Company look ever the fdea was the avee of what wonld become Woking
Town Centre §C) incorpovated inlo the schone.

s iddeis was uken up by two other genlemen, Sir Richard Broun snd Mr. Richard Sprye. They
devised the ‘London Necropolis' (a city of the dead), covering the western part of Woking Common, where hals
wintld be built beside the milway and chapels (of vanous denominations ) dotted around the heathlind for the
services 1o take place, The bodies would be brought down o the morgue chapels during the ‘dead of night’,
with the mourners coming en ordinary triins on the day of the funcral. By wsing ihe milway at off=peak times for
the colTing they could negotiate a special cheap rate with the milway and therefone cul costs,

A Bill wes placed before Parliament i 1850 to allow railway companics to purchase ld and build
cemeteries, but it was never passed. Then in 1851 a company called the London Necropolis & National
Mausoleum Company was formed with the ides of promating  scheme similar to Broun & Sprye’s. Their Bill. in

15852, wits to buy the whole of Woking Common (2,306 acres) - ineluding the area around Woking Station,
Maybury and Heathside - and 1o develop the whole as one ‘national” cemetery.

were doubis al the time ovier the

Necropolis Company's intentions.,

on 27th February, 1852, the MP THE mg

fowr this area, Mr. Henry FROM THE

B Nccropolis Company ad < GEORGE rm MARTYR suurmq
calculated that 400 acres would be | 'WERE RE-INTERRED IN r
W comctery, and that they i

‘contemplated a direet fraud on

Tt must bee said that there - :
At the second reading of their Bill ""\mﬁﬁ‘f‘m‘*‘ -_J
Drummaond. claimed that the m or . CHURCH o0~ . *
necessary for the purpose of the
'-'_" the pukblic’.

T

Left amd vighe; the pillar in the
sethern, Amglican, section
marking the site of the plog
belonging ta 5, Gearge the i
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With hindsight, many claim that the Necropolis
Company was indeced o building company in disguise, but back in
1852 the Directons of the Necropolis Company did not have
hindsight, and it was many vears before any benefits came about.
At the time of the Mecropalis Company's plans thene were serious
problems in London. The Burials Act had closed nearly all the
churchyards but provided no new space for burials, There were
apparently serious proposals to make Woking one vast, national North Station in Brookwood Cemetery.
cemetery - not just the "London Necropolis’ but the "National
Mausoleum® Company as well. Woking was to be the "dead cenre of England'.

By the time the Bill reached its third and final reading in the Commons, several clonses had been
attached (with the Campany's approval) which prohibited, amongst other things, any development or sale of
[nnd without Parliament’s permission. 1t should alzo be noted that by now Henry Drummaond had declared his
suppont for the scheme,

The Bill was passed by the Commaons and with an easy nde through the Lords the Act received Royal
Aszent on 30th June 1852, In the meantime a provisional contract had been drown up with Lord Onslow (the
owner of the commaon) for 2,328 acres of land (costing £33,944) and talks about compensation For the loss of
common-aghts began with the local inhabitants, Compensation was finally agreed carly in 1854 {costing the
company £15,000) and in October the land was formally handed over to the Necropolis Company - although by
then 6 acres had been excluded for the benefit of the villagers of the area, at what is now called St Johns Lve.

Despite the purchase of 2,268 acres, however, the cemetery only covered 400 aeres (another valunble
argument for those with “hindsight”, bearing in mind Drummond”s original elaims), But what conpany doesn't
take time W develop? - and by storting at the far western end they could, as the cemetery caught on, expand
castward with ease. In any case, in the Annual Report of the Company of 1856 it seems that it did not originally
wani 1o buy all the commaon but “the purchase of this property [was] imposed by Parliament’,

Details of how the Necropolis operated are better covered in publications such as John Clarke's
"Brookwood Necropolis Failway' and leaflets by the Brookwood Cemetery Society (see further reading list at the
back), The main peint as far as our area is concerned began soon afier the opening. In 1835 the company plaged
an Act before Parlisment and received permission to sell surplus’ lind around Woking Sttion and Knaphill.
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They were given only ten years to sell this land; and in anticipation of a new town growing up around
Woking Comman Station the Government insisted that five acres be set aside for a ehurch, churchyard,
parsonage house and a school for the poor of the area

Land sales began almost immediately, but were very slow, Again from the Annual Report of 1856 it
appears that the Company were well aware of the long-term value of the lnnd, They refused o sell it for less
than £10 per acre.

Most of the land sold was for two large institutions in the western part of the common (see chapier
five), but even this only amounted 1o just over 200 acres. Business could hardly be described as brisk. In fact
by October 1859, when the Company advertised its first major auction of land sround Woking Station, very little
land in the area had been sold. During 1859 almaost 40 acres were bought by John Rastrick to the south of
Waoking Station and he apparently adided a couple of acres during {or soon afier) the sale,

For many years the Rasirick family were

held responsible for the town being built on the A COMPLETE UNDERTAKING SERVICE
‘wrong’ side of the line. The main entrance to the
wiation was o the south, but the town centre INTERMENTS  » UREMATIONS

developed to the north. John Rastrick’s son, George,
was an eccentric gentleman, not ot all popular with
his fellon townsfolk. His refusal 1o sell his land
immediately 1o the south of the station was seen by
many as the cause for Woking's being sandwiched
between the canal and the milway. But who sold the
Rastricks the lond in the first place?

The avction plan of 1859 shows not only
Rastrick"s Lond south of the railway but also the land
allocated for the church and school. According to
the 1855 Act, this land was to be approved by the
Bishop of Winchester, but it is not clear whether he
did actually approve of the land earmarked, as neither
the church, parsonage nor sehool ended up where
the plan hod placed it. The site chosen by the
Mecropolis Company was roughly where Dukes
Count, Wetherspoon s and the offices of Locke Way
o stand,

The fact that the church buildings wene
scheduled to be built to the north of the railway
seems (o suggest that this is where it was envisaged
thit the town would develop - on the low-lying area
between the canal and railway. This land would have
been hard to sell for anything but low-class and
commercial development. The Land 1o the south had
good views, was well-drined and could caxily be

LEMNEMON NECROPOLIS CO,, LID,

sinld for high-class development. 1 GUILDFORD ROAD, WOKING = ol Wikiny 1410
The leisc'mpun}l had ten years o BROCK WO CEMETERY . Tl Bmssdagsd 3
dispose of its land - it didn’t matter 1o them who it 4 ROSEMOUINT PARADE, W, BYFLEDT - 100 B jion 14

wits sold to, or what it was used for. To them the land
wits ‘used’ lo make a profit! But by 1864, when the ten years were almost up, only 343 acres of the 1,868 acres
had been sold, and then only for a totul of €3 1,000, In 1864 they sought, and were given, an extra five vears to
market their surplus Land, but by 1869 less than o hundred extra acres hod been sold, In was not until after
another Act of Parliament that same year that ihe time-limit on the sale of land was finally removed and the
development of the new town of Woking could begin properly.

Chapter Six will look at the development from 1869, but first we shall take a bricl look a some of the
institutions that developed in the ares in Victorian times, giving the Necropolis Company some hard carned
money and Woking a peculiar history and reputation.
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Victorian Institutions.

Some of the carliest land sales were to the west of Woking, around Knaphill. Although this is outside
our area, their influence on the new town - its population and employment - was immense and the efTect they
had on Woking's reputation cannot be measured, In the 1880s and carly "90s Woking was known as the home
of "the mad, the bad and the sad’, not exactly the best advertisement Tor a new town!

The second of these (the bad) setually came first, In 1858 just over 64 acres were sold near Knaphill to
the Home Office for the establishment of the Woking Invalid Convict Prison, the first prison to be built in this
country specifically for disabled prisoners.

In the mid-1860s prison reform led 1o the
separation of male and female przoners, and in
1867 the site at Knaphill was chosen for o second,
femanle, prison. By the mid-1%580s, however, the
prizon population had declined and in 1886 o
decision was made 10 phase out both prisons.
The male prison closed in March 1889,

Meanwhile it was suggested that the
buildings be turned inte a barracks and in
Wovember 1839 ownership of the site was
transferred to the War Department and Inkerman
Barracks was formed. The female prison remained
open until 1895, when it 100 was transferred to the
War Department, Thir fnverlied Convier Prison, later Inkerman Barracks

The barracks remained until the mid-1960s. The Inkerman
Housing Estate now occupics the site,

The other major institution near Knaphill began in 1860 when
. 150 peres of Necropolis land was sold to the Surrey County Justices.

G | They established the "Surrey County Pauper Lunatic Asylum’ (later

krown as Brookwood Hospital), which opened in June 1867,

The Asylum was almost self-sufficient, with its own pgas works,
sewage farm and water supply. A Tarm provided not only food Tor the

i basket-ware, and even rug making.

“The mad' had armived!

As for the third category - "the sad' - these not oaly visited
Brookwood Cemetery (the largest cemetery in Britain), but from 1885
onwards could also be found at the Crematorium m St Johns - the first
Crematorum to be built in this country!

The Surrey County Paaper Lunatic
Aswlvim — lister Fertanned
‘Brookwood Hospital " and now
comveried [mo aparimients.

The Crematorium was not actually
built on land owned by the Necropolis and
despite the obvious connection between
the two institutions they were completely
separate. The Crematorium was built by the
Cremation Society of England in 1879, but
as the law regarding cremation was
unceriain, it was not until 1554 that it could
be camed out legally, The first cremation at
Woking took place in March 1385, with a
further two cremations teking place that
vear, Afler that, the numbers gradually
increased (so taking trade away from the

cemetery) until in the mid-1960s the annual A Fictorian pastcard of the first furnace at the Crematorium at
number of cremations actually out- S Jadns = wet normally the sort of view vouw would expect o see
numbered burials. with the words, "Having a fovely time — wish vou were lere |
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Back i the land of the living, and back to the area of the lown cenire, another large institation grew up
on Necropolis land - this nme in Maybury.

The Royal Drmmatic Collepe wis designed to be o Kind of 'fame-school’, o centre Tor the dramatic arts,
where retired nctoms and actresses would pass on their 'eraft’ to their younger pupils,

Charbes Dickens and Willium
Makepicee Thackerny were two of the
trustees, whilst in | 858 Prince Alberi
conferred his patronage upon the plan,
The land near the Maybury Arch was
bought from the Necropalis Company in
1860 and on 15t June that vear the Prince
Consort came 1o Woking to lay the
frundation stone for the new institution

Unforiunately Prince Albert died
in 1861, but in 1863, when the 'College’ was
officially opened, the eeremony was
conducted by his son, Edward, Prince of
Wales (whose interest in the theatre - and
particularly actresscs - is well known! ),

The feest 'retired” actors were
actually admitted in September 1862 ( The
Times describing them as decaving actors
and nctresses') and it guickly became
obvious that the iden of ‘teaching’ drama
hud been dropped. By the carly 18705 the
institution was in need of funds, and in
i | E77 it closed. The nearby College Rooad
and the College Arms are reminders of the

The site wis put up for auction in
18R but did not reach its reserve price. A
H few duys later it was sold privately 1o a

Bl property speculator who in 1884 re-sold it
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- INSTIFUTE A PBURY, WOKWG .

gl

Leitner wanted o establish an 'Oriental Institute’, a type of "mmiversity! teaching oriental language and
culture 1o Europeans wishing to trave] east. It also acted as a centre for Asians visiting Europe. By the lare
1850 e was slready awarding degrees at Woking on behall of the University of Lahore, Woking wasa
“umiversity town” long before Comldford!

He not anly set up the Institute, but also established o museum of onental art in the grounds and in
1889 built the Mosgue - the first such building in this country.

THE MOSOUEL WwoxiNG




Unfortunately Leitner died only ten years later and with him died the Institute. The Mosque lived on-
another umgue leature of this truly umguee town, Only the Mosque and the name 'Onental Road' now remind us
of Leitner's Institute,

The site was eventually used for various industries ineluding Martinsyde"s airerafl und motoreyele
works, and after 1926 James Walker's 'Lion Waorks'. The orginal Royal Dramatic College building was
demolished in the nid-1990s,

Waking. B, Peeri leme

The final institution 1o be built in the Maybary area
during Victorian times was the St Peter's Convent. [ts impact on
the arca was not as greal os those mentioned nbove, but it has lef
us with a Grade 1 listed building in the marvellous Byantine-style
chapel built in 1397-1901 100 design by L. Pearson,

The Convent itsell was buill in 1885 by the 5. Peter's
Sisterhood of Kilbum with money donated by Mr. Benjamin
Lancaster - a London businessman who was a governor of St
George's Hospital. He had set up the original community in
Londan in 1861 where discharged patients could convalésce, and
the Woking home provided an ideal ‘country’ location.

The bunlding 15 ne longer used as o convent (a new one
heing built in the prounds) and the old buildings, have been
comveried into luxury homes.

The 5. Peter’s Convent on Mayburey Hill
oW |.r.lh1:'r'n'q.f L) lrlrm.rrmrru':l. rn.l.'.|l
renamed "OdTeld Wood®, A new comvent
budlding fax boen built in the growmds,




Development of the New Town.

The development of the town after 1853 is complex. It began with the Neeropolis Company selling land
for development, but soon the local farmers surrounding the common caught on and gither sold individual
ficlds for development or in somée cases their whole estate (farmhouse and all). Houses and shops were the best
‘crop’ they could have,

Over the next few years, much of the central arce was built upon and the new town of Woking became
established, Perhaps the best way 1o look at this early development is on a street-by-street, arca-by-arca busis,
heginning with the Necropolis Company's land.

The Land Sales Map of 1859 shows just one building to
the north of the milway - The Albion Hotel, The original hotel -
with its stables facing Commercial Road and its garden stretching
down Chertsev Road (almost to Chobham Road) - was built in
I1856-57. Not only was it the first place to be butlt 1o the nonh of
the railway, but it was also the first to be redeveloped (in 1899),
Many older residents still remember the second hotel

Thi High Strect was Woking's first 'shopping centre’,
with the Post Office openng on the corner with Church Path in
1865, being joined in 1870 by a chemist, grocer’s, butcher’s anda |
drapeer and milliner when a row of newly consiructed coliages was |
converied imo shops,

The Post Office later moved into Chensey Road and its

the London County & Westminster Bank was built on this site
{see the dmme-stone above the door), while Mr. Skeet moved 10
Chobham Road and joined forces with Mr. Jeffes to form Skeet &
JefMes da firm that traded in Woking for over 1M years).

Later development further down the street included
Sainsbury's, Provision Merchants” ot Mo, 20 and Corry*s at No, 16
{built in 1934), who were listed then as ‘cycle makers, rdio and
sports dealers”,

The arteinal "Albion Howl” was o tall,
three-storey building, erected in 1836-7 by
Reuben Percy, It was demolished and re-
f.lh;r'ﬂf in (899 hlr rhe hrarhﬁﬂ;: shawn
harre, which in turn was replaced by the
Albion House ' shops, public fiouse and of
fice black in the mid-1 960

HicH Street, Woring

The High Streer, showing che mioded 930 buildings between Chapel Strect and Sparrow Park
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NO MORE COAL

FOR THE KITCHEN

Scrap that Extravagant
Abave - The High Streer, showing the arigine! Albion Hosel on the Kitchen Range.
righi fiefire it was demolished in the fote TS890 and the shog of Mr.
W.R: Skeet an the corner with Chercl Path (hefore i was denmolishod

i 908 g replaced by the London Cownty & Westminster Bank).

| §
=_=

The Chussssiic et W&ot wed
ramad llosimg g adoms

16, High Street. WOKING.

R. PAIN & SONS, Lid,,

The boitom end of the High Sreer, showing Jolin Trige and Son's duiry, followed by Conway Motors ™ show-
reem anied then the shop of B Pain & Soas L, one of the fongesi-rimning focel cunmpantes fin the fe
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contclnes from Coudldford being ’ -,
diverted to the statfon here
befare the bheanch line te
Cailddforrd was apened in
TR4E, Je was ar that stage
it Weking became an
impnericnnd JREnCiion — oy
revogmesed tr the station
nenme-plate on the pieiure o
the right.

In 19367 the line throwgh Woking was efecteificd and the stavlon was rebailt in the Soutlern Raifways
‘thdenn stvle . Even today, the main entrance to the statfen is to the south - away from e fowa = as that is
where the ariginal station bulldings were
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The ovtgginnd "Read Howese Soel”, on the corner with Cheeesey Rood frightl, sdth the ‘aew Reo Soae ' o the foft

Waoking's second set of shops seems to have been in Chobham Road, where in 1874 Mr. Henry Gloster
estblished the "South Western Stores” and Mr. Hart opened his butchers shop fon the comer with Commercial
Foad}.

Opposite the Stores, on the comer with Chertsey Road, was the Red House Hotel, The present public
house (now no longer called The Red Housc) was buill in its garden.

Where Hlvs is now wis a row of shops built in the carly 18805, The one on the comer with Commercial
Road (in bater years Gammaon's) was originally Woking's first bank - Thomus Ashby & Co. It is interesting (o
note that in 1882 wrade was so slack thit the bank was only open on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 1 lam -
Jpm!

Lefr— Wearing s
chemist shop can
fe e on the
Fighd fwhere the
Fisitin fiformation
Centre is foday),
whiilst Ceetmmesn 5 is
o thie teft fpart of
e wite of Bl

Hetow — Allnu
Brithers ' sign can
Winduriygy. Chyle b s Bo ol | | xtiT] e s Benclenyy,

Cither shops in Chobham Road included Allnott Brothers, seed and
corn merchants, whose paimted sign can still be seen o the side of
their old shop (huilt in the carly 1E90), and (on the site now occupied
by Crown Hoose) Woking's first garage - built by Henry
Quariermaine in the early [900s.

The showrooms of the Woking Eleetrie Supply Company
later socupied this site, with Wearing's the Chemist on one side and
Skeet & Jeifes” showrooms on the other {on the comer with Church
Street).

Central Buildings were built in 1937, together with the Union
Cinermi's Rite Cinema and Restaurant’, the last (and perhaps best) of
Woking's pre=war cinemas. It was built on whit had once been the
garden to "Ryde House' - one of the onginal properties in the road and
built by the late | 8605 Burton's, the tnilors, wis built on ihe site of
the eriginal Red House Hotel in 1935 (the foundation stone can still
be seen next o the alleyway by O 'Neill's Irish Bar),
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The Ritz Cinema tnder constriretion fahove)
el thee fnterior (right),

Mr. J. Wearing s "Woking Prug Stove” {below)
on the corner of Chalham Road and
Commrerciel Rowd, where the Visitor
Inferrmiation Confre iy today.




Barcloy's Bank foriginally Ashby s
Bank) o the cormer of Chertzey R
ned Pl Brogdway, The building ix
mrwt it Alldavs Convenlence Siove.

Although slower off the
ground, Chertsey Road zoon took over
s the muin shopping street of the town,
[n 189192, five shaps were erccied for
the United Traders” Axsociation on pars
of the gurden of the old Albion Hotel
These were complemented in 1898 by
the shops on the cormer with Chobham
Road (see date-stone at the top of the
building ) and by the shops on the
opposite side of the Chentsey Road
These included the new Ashby's Bank
{later Barclay s Bank - on the comer with
Maybury Road), built in | 588, the Post

Office (ol 1894) and all the shops down 1o
Addison Road (il in the early TEMS),
Amongst the early occupiers of these
premises were some of Woking's first
"mational’ stores, such as Freeman, Hardy &
Willis and the Home & Coloninl Stores -

who, according to an old handbill, first
openred their doors at 5 o"clock on Friday,
3151 Jomunry, B9

Later arrivals inclucked
). Sainsbury’s first Woking shop in 1920,
Thowots inn 1924 and John Farmer's im 1925,

Chertsey Rood looking towards the sta-
o from the functivn of Choblam Rowd.
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EASTER FARE

A FINE VARIETY OF

)

g

EGGS and NOVELTIES

BEAUTIFUL GIFT BOXES
of CHOCOLATES

o T e e T b e g

DELICIOUS CAKES and
PASTRIES

and HOT X BUNS - SIMNEL CAKES

CRAFTSMEN IN CONFECTIONERY
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10 CHERTSEY ROAD, WORING TELEFHONE WOKING 1208

s

38



ML greoea
™% -

E G MHESHHI;: r

o

i1+ Bulcher & Grazier,
—— CHERTSEY ROAD, ——

Ir

e

= i a

i 4
radbrpded
il n.l..-it

Soich and Mevew Bael,
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Chertsey Road was Woking s main shopping sireet. with na-
ricnad firnee swel ox Freemon, Hevdy & Willts " shoe shop, the
Home & Colonial Tea Stores, the International Tea Stores,
Bowis the Chemist, Sainsbury's and Woolwerth s in the rood.
Bur there was alve g swmber of seall, focal, shops, swel ox
Fred Pullinger 5 bakers and confectioners (opposite below)
ol ELG. Maeshall s batcher s aod prazier s fefil: e had
Sarnes at Barnshury ax well ax in Horsell,

Abeve - George Addison’s mewsagenty gave fiy neme o
"Aefelivon R wihich can xtill be fomd between Chertey
Road aned The Bracdway,
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W& CHFWPTN, Massges

18, CHERTSEY ROAD, WOKING.

Above — Chertser Road
decked ot with banarers for
the Peaee Celehrations in
1o,

Provigions & Groceries.

Relow - Cherisey Roed,

Tk inmge towards the station

o the olil Burton s ' eild-
fry et the carner with

Cherhliorm Roid,
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The shops beyond Addison Road {which is named afier the original owner of the newsagents on the
comer) were built after 1392 - the land being marketed then as the "Woking Station Estare’, with a covenant
apparently prohibiting the establishment of a "tavern, beer-house or shop for the sale of intoxicating liguors'!
MNowadays the majority of these premises sell little else but “intoxicating ligueurs™!

There were a few lock-up shops an the other side of Chertsey Road and o few beyond the junction
with Duke Street, but most of these were small local shops. Further down the street the shops gave way to
houses, some of which still survive by the 'Brook House' roundabout.
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The Broadway, originally just part of Muyvbury
Road, acquired its shops in the 1590s, Itis possible that the
first row (those with the balconies) was built at the same
time a5 the Post OfTice in Chertsey Road (1894}, whilst the
others came o few years ater (they were certmnly not marked
on the 1894 Ordnance Survey map). Amongst the first
occupicrs of these premises were firmes such as Walter
Meek, "High Class China and Glass Dealer’, and John Fearon,
Sobertor

Duke Street was one of the last roads to be laid out
in the town, being developed ot the close of the Victorian
pertod on what was then the "Baltic Wharf” - a tmber yard on
the site allocated in the 18505 by the Necropolis Company
for the church and school.

F. HARMAN.
WHOLESALE & RETAIL CONFECTIONER,
5. DUKE STREET. WOKING.
Spreiliie B i
hal ol ihal canmat
bt baten be bembiz
CIRDELIL ALRGAD
ASSORTED CRLIN
CHRCOLATES, BIEGAY,
1 pir T per b
¥I KEIP TND LLEGRST SALEETNENT 67 SWEATS T =
Gty lu rhe pedipale u.'m:.:r.' ?-lu-\.::':rr-::'rrml b = Pl @l dim

The Broadway fabove) in the late 1890,
afoeing Waking 's first telephone exchange fthe
low gabled building).

Edward Miller s 'Righ-class” milliners an the
corner of Dike Street amd Cherisey Rood.
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The emtruace to Woking Suttion with the korsesdeawn Buses and taxi drivers eeady o collect passengers, just
wx theey oo today aleng the High Street and the Broadwy
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The shopis of The Broadway
foriginally fuse pare of Mavbury
Rowdd, Mot of these focally Nstid
helldings siill remain today,
altherugeh the pight fad half of
LAY Phngle & Co, (righi) was
dewelivhed in the 19805, Some af
the wenaden railings {above) sifl
BErVIVEe fine,




The 'Woking Palace Theatre”, later the
‘Axtoria’, before becoming the "Odeon ",

The road had few shops and its main ‘claim to fame’ was the opening in
18599 of the "Palece Theatre', which was apparently reboilt in 1913 with | 000 seats
{including 250 in the balcony ), and equipment to project the latest in film
entertainment, In 193] the “Palasce’ became the *Astoria’ and finally the ‘Odeon’,

The 'Palace’s” biggest rival was the Centrul Halls Cinema in Chertsey
Road, it was probably Woking's first purpose-built cinema, opening in March
1913, The Central Halls Cinema was oniginally owned by Henry Quartermaine (ihe
garage owner from Chobham Road). The old cinema closed in September 1926
and four months later the new Plaza Cinema (known by some as the “flea=pit’)

The Gaumont, Cherisey
Road, originally the Woking
Central Halls Cinenta and

thew the Plaza,

The Weking Amatenr Qperatic Sociely s performance of “Merrie England” performed al the "Waoking Palace
Theatre " an Thursday {5th and Friday $6eh January, 1925,
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Cormmercial Boad was for
from commercial 1o start off with,
some of the first buildings in the
street being a fow semi-detached
houses between Hath Road and
Church Path, followed by other
Eute-Victorian houses 1o the west
of Bath Road, The first 'commerce’
camc ot the junction with
l Chobham Road (mentioned

ahove),
Criher curly developreni
resulted from the Wesleyan
Movement who in 1872 had buihi
Woking's first place of worship (a
small "school'chapel’), in what was
Iater to be called Chapel Street

A aerial view of Woking. showing the original Weslevan Chapel in
Cheprel Street amd thelr fiest extenston onte Commercial Road

Above — The mew school amd manse became the YMOA and
fater the “Atalanta Ballroem ™ in Commercial Road.,

The main public buildings of Commercial Road with {from fefi to
right) the Grand Theatee, the Council Offices, the Consiitutional
Cluh and the Weslevan Churcl (Built i J904)

The chapel was extended 1o
the junction with Commercial Road in
| K84, amd in 1893 o new school wnd
———— — manse were bullt opposite. The
‘ “"‘F : Wieslevans [Methadists ) soon outgrew

il the=e building and in 1904 their third
chapel = the Trimty Methodist Church’
wis built further down Commiercial
Ravid where there was then o
concentrtion of public buildings

The original chapel eventually
hecame the children's section of
Woking Library, with the 18584
extension being the main Central
Library until the 19705, The 893 schoal
and manse were converted into the
YMOA and Inter became the Atnlants
Biallroom
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The Atalanta was by no means the only
place of entertainment in the road, as fram 1910
until about 1913 the "Woking Electne Empire’
opersted lrom converted buildings in the street 1o
show some of the carlicst 'moving pictures’. [t was
probably ar the Woking Public Halls, however,
that the inhabitams of Woking saw their firgt
silent films:

a2

5, -

2
w

The ‘pubiic buildings " of Commercial Rood, fogether with the War Memorial in "Sparcow Park” featured in
many ofd pichres and postcards of e areo, such ax these views, alf from the 1920
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Abowve — The public buildings
again showing the moass of
traffic Hphs that were
eventually installed to control
the function of Commercial
Read, High Streel,
Croldvwarth Road and Percy
Street by Fictoria Arch

Right — The cormer with Percy
Street (Victaria Wavl, thows
ing the office of the Woking

Bedow — Members of e
‘Waoking Congervative gmd
Uniomizs Club " - the
Conrstitutional Club - in the
furck gavden of thedr premives
in Commercial Road.
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A parade, possibly for ' Empire
Dy, in the early Xth conteury:

it =

The Woking Public Halls (later known s The Grand Thestre) were built in 1894, the first of the "public”
buildings in this arca. They were joined four years later by the Constitutionnl Club and soon afier by the offices
of the Woking Water & Gas Co. (on the corner with Perey Strect), The Methodist Church came in 1904,
followed in 1905 by the Council (HTices,

Mure shops were finally buift i Commercinl Road, both eastward from Chobham Road 1o the junction
with Chertsey Road and westwanrd from Chobham Road to Church Path. These included the warehouse of
Ciloster's (built in 18920 and opposite, i the 1920s, the ‘Commercial Buildings” (ond the premises nest (o Bhs),

The functlon of Commercial Road and Chevtsey Road
Nowadavs thix end of the steeer iv Wocked ofl by the "Big Apple " building.
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J. H. BARRENGER
LEATMER CHAFTILLLN
75 GOMMERCIAL ROAD
WOKING
REPAIRS A SPECIALITY

WNENELATI s
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M Barrenger s luter moved into Chertsey Road, on the
| cormer with Duke Street fnow part of Wetherspoon 's).

Commercial Road loaking towards the junc-
tign with Chobhem Read, The anly building
Soill sranding ix the fivse ene (hy the parked
eard: i ix now the bare fno. 19 next to Bhe.

Below — The houses of Commercial Road, bhetween
Church Path and the Atalanie Ballroom, on the
corner with Buth Read, were demalished in the late
T30k, When the car came the fund was weed as a car
joark wntil the mid-1970s when the new town centre
Walsey Place) was built on the site
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Jofn Perving s furnishers in
Cralidswortl Road,

Goldsworth Road was one of
Woking's first shopping streets -
despite being recently desoribed as
an *out-ofown” shopping area by
the Council

By 1894 most of the road
between Percy Street and the
Goldsworth Arms had been
developed, not just with houses, but
also with workshops, shops, o Baptist
Church and the Goldsworth Hall. The
shops on the comer with Oak Road
were apparently builtin 1890 and the
building now occupicd by the
Woking Funeral Service {on the
cormer with Vale Farm Road) is dated
[£.1:018

Closer to town., the
Goldsworth Hall and the cottages
addjoiming it were bought in 1897 by
Mr. Sparks Comelius Knight, Mr
Knight had first opened as a draper in
the High Street in 1370, but he was
now branching out by selling
furmiture, china und glass and even
hicyeles. Part of this site was later
taken over by John Perring's in 1930,

O the other side of the road
was the bus depol, onginally
belonging to the Woking & District
Bus Company, but from the carly
19305 onwards to the Aldershot &
[Hstrict Trachion Co. Lid.

g emtened w vewsleal sl e ws ey ol ol oee
Unme sned lnspect our e sl enbanged vl of =~
RN, WLOE R A BORGE BT TR |
FIRESIDNE CMAIRS AND COCARMINAL FIECES |
SPRING INTERIOS WA TTRINGES, EEFWTEAD |
B I R
WILTOA & ANWERTTER S0 RES WY CAEFET
e Wit Congeess | IWENC ANTY £ VR i
Dalsrred igrms a0 b s b s g ———

JOHN PERRING :

M) GOLDSWORTH RD., WOKING
FHOME WOKRG 0

|
—

Advertivement from the early 1960s, after the shop was rebuils
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Percy Street also had a few houses by
the mid- 18905, but when the town's first
Catholic Church opened i 1399 there were
hurdly any ather buildings in the road and
cerainly no shops. 1t was, therefore, strange
that the Woking Co-operative Society should
choose the corner of Percy Street and Church
Street for the site of their store in 1903 - far away
from the main shopping centre of Chertsey
Road. Ower the years they expanded on the site
(where Toys'R'Ls is now) and in the 1930s built
o new department store on the opposile comer
of the rond.

Clarence Avenue, a continuation of
Prerey Street which leoped around to join
Church Street, is said by one writer 1o be nnmed
after Prince Albert Edward, the Duke of
Clarence, who died in 1892, But Clarence
Avenue was not lad out until the late | 390s and
even by the early 19205 only had eight or nine
houses.

Abave

The original "Woking, Horsell & Disivic
Croeapreranive Secieny ' store in Church Streer

o i site mow occupled Fs Tovs-R-Us,

their new store ax advertised in the early 1960s,

Below
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HRISTMAS GIFT
SHOPPING , pays
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Church Street was onginally
known as Providence Street, with the first
houses being built before 1870, These
included ten semi-detached villas near the
Junction with Chensey Road and a similar
nimber of houses on the land between
Church Path and "Ellen Street’,

The new name for the road came
after an iron church was opened in 1870 by
the Church of Englund, the land being
lconveyed in 1861 by the Necropolis
Company (as part of the 1455 agrecment)

The Salvaiion A ey Citade! on the corner
af Clarence Avenee and Church Sireer.




Christ Church, with the
corner of the original
Church Hall on the right
(wihere Mercia Walk wonld
he toduay).

_-_\-'-_ "
e ——

In 1887 work began on a new brick-built church to replace the iron one, and although it was opened for
waorship less than fourteen months later, it was not consecrated until 1893 nor completed until 1908, Christ
Church Parish was formed in 18594,

Further down the road, a1 the junction with Clarence Avenue, was the Salvation Army Citadel, built in
1910 ot a cost of £1,528.

Leading off Church Street was a number of small streets ineluding Bath Road (which linked it with
Commercial Road), Ellen Street {which joined with Church Path) and Oakfield Terrace. These were all largely
developed with houses by the mid-18%0s. Ellen Strect (which in later years was renamed Wesl Street) is the only
one of the three to survive (even iF it is only as the entrance 1o an underground car park)

Church Path, which by the mid-1 890s had a few cottages (especially near its junction with Chobham
Road), still suffers from being dominated by the back view of shops, although in the 19305 an improvement was
made when "The Dome’ (built in 1934 for The Sports House) and the shops going up towards the Station were
built. One of the earliest buginesses in the path was the bakery, opened in 1868, near the junction with
Chobham Road - in later years Heater's Bakery,

The shops of West Street and Chureh Path. The building in the dim distance was Heater s Bakery.
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Boundary Lane and Boundary Rood were, as the names
suggest, on the boundary of Woking and Horsell so that, at least
to begin with, no development took place to the north of the
road - henee the open spaces (for the moment at least) of “Brook
House Common' and Boundary Road

The Lane (from the canal cottages near Clarence Avenue
to Chertsey Road) did have a few houses built on the Horsell side
after the mid-1890s; and in 1897 the Woking Vietoria Hospital was
built at the junction with Choblium Read (see Chapier Seven).

Boundary Road was developed mainly from the 18905
enwards, with some of the houses facing the cunal showing dates,
such as North West View - 1895 and 'Bridge View - 1896

Spanton’s Timber Yard by Chertsey Road Bridge and the
Woking Gas Works were some of the early industrics in the road.

" |

Right - the shop on the corner of
Bewnefary Road and Omepa Road after
Being stewek by lghiening fn 1907

(it |]|Il||j on lliafily o |||ru||-mhi,

||||||]|[|| i M 1.3' a W w‘“ b %,

! Spesstern s Timber Yard on

i the vite mew occupivd by
the skaseloard park of
Boundary Boad Common

- = -

Board School Road,
not surprisingly. was named

bl a fier the school built there in
1574-5 by the newly formed
Woking School Board {see
Chapter Seven). The houses of
Board School Road were built
from the 1870 onwards, as the
|dates on some buildings show -
|| Flora Cottage on the corner of

ral Road being the aldest,
Some of the houses of Board School Road, with Bowndary Road behind, L};ﬁﬁ;ﬂm ingioic)
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Bevond North Road, where the street becomes Courtney Road,
the houscs are much younger. although a amall terrace of houses had
been built {backing on to Boundary Road ) by the mid -1 890,

The original ‘Courtney Free Churel’, an un-seclarian mission
church. was built in 1906 on the comer with Omega Road {(where the flats
I 1KV ).

Walton Road, now one of the main roads of the area, was
developed in stages from the mid-1870s, The land at the town end was
sold piceemeal by the Mecropolis Company before [RE0(Walton Villas
wre dated TET6), whilst the Land between North Road and Kings Road z
appears 1o have been sold in about 1EES. By 1894, however, only two Sallabank Corner — the corner of
semi -detached villas had been built at this end of the road. Chertrey Road and Walten Road,

Mearest to the town were a number of shops and businesses,
including Battrick's boot and shoe makers and Gloster™s corn stores. On the cormer with Chertsey Romd wis
Sallabank’s, the barbers and tobaccenists, In fact, mest of the junctions in the street had "comer shops', many
of which still survive, mcluding those on the comer with Grove Rood, Marlbarough Road, Korth Boad, Omiega
Rood, Kings Rowd, Kerry Terrace and Monument Road!

Abave — the cormer of Cwega Rood

Maybury Road, like Walton Road, scquired most of its early and Walton Road
development nesrest the town (from Porugh) Road onwards), There Relow - the houses of Stanley Reowd
were, by 1394, 0 few cottages on either side of the North Road junction befare demolition.

and just two small villas between the Maybury Arch and Kings Road.
One ol these (now No, 164) wis the home of a man who was to make
Woking famous as the landing place of hix Martians - H.G. Wells lived
here during 1895-096,

The shops near the Maybury Arch were built about the turn of
the 20th century.

The Necropolis Company laid out the whole of this area in a
grid pattern, making the moest of the lund available for development.
Linking Maybury Road and the roads 1o the north, therefore, was o
series of streets at right angles, beginning with Stanley Road.

Stanley Road was largely developed by the early 18905 and,
npart (rom the workshops of a couple of decorators and builders,
consisted solely of semi-detached and termaced houses. Unlike todoy,
Stanley Road only linked Maybury Road 1o Walton Road and did not
extend to Chertsey Road.
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The next road along was Grove Road. This had fewer
houses than Stanley Road, but in the early vears of this
century included Juniper Lodge, a school "for young ladies
and little boys”, The house on the corner with Maybury Rood
15 dated 1884,

Portugal Road {which crossed Walton Road 1o link
Board School Road with Maybury Road) was lorgely
undeveloped by the carly TRH0s, the Brethren Gospel Hall
beng the only building in the romd by 1894

Later buildings included (as well as the villos and
houses) The Ivy Leal Club "for dischanged soldiers and
sailors' and the "Mirmor Loundry’

Marlborough Road was an “after-thought’, the road
not appeaning on the maps until the carly years of the last
century. This was one of the few roads in this area lnid om by
the builder and nod the Necropolis Company, By 1914 the only significant building in the rosd was the skating
rink on the comer with Walton Road.

The one road that links all the east-west aligned roads is North Road. Apant from that fact, however,
the road wos not particularly remarkable - except for the Electric Light Works (see Chapler Seven) - most of the
houses dating from the later part of the Vietorian period.

Delta Road and Omega Road (like Marlborough Road) were not on the origingl plans but had been laid
out by the beginning of the First World War, Kings Road (between Maybury and Walton Roads) were,
hovwever, one of the original roaids. One of the area’s first indusiries - the Maybury Laundry - was built on the

The Woking Joinery Co Lid., formerly on the
corner of Maybary Road aud North Roud,

Icurnr.r with Maybury Road by the end of
the 191 century, This bullding was later
CI}Q mﬁpb“m fillmﬂn). used by Sorbo Rubber Products (from
1918-1920), the Acetex Cilass Works and
the Parnzone Company before becoming a
mor showroom,

Kilrush, Kerry and Walton
Terraces were all built in the kite 19th and
early 20th centuries, although the houses
on the rght hand side of Kerry Terrace are
lnter.

In Monument Road there are a
number of properies with date-stones.
The oldest appears 1o be the one disted
1892 bat other early buildings inchade
Crrigntal Ploce (the gabled terrace nearcst
the arch) and the detached villas between

An imvitstien m extendsd tn imteresed perions 18
pay & wieil o iospection and see (or thermaelves
the condivions ender which wurk o done 8% the Maybury Road and Walton Road.

shove Upao-Date Esublishment Crunldford Termace, on the comer with Eve

Road, is dated 1904,

Ot Departments
- bl lass Launde LA R Eve Road and Amaold Road mark
Dry Cleaning and Dypcing . [the edge of the Necropolis land. It was

sold to the United Land Company in 1882
Carpet _Beatl Ie and developed by them soon after. The
[ on i B hack gardens of Eve Road mark the
boundary of Woking Common and Horsell
(Monument Way East is in the ancient
parsh of Horsell), whilst to the cast was

T . Ty the filbed-in Sheerwater Lake {in the
MAYBURY ROAD, WOKING. parishes of Woodham and Pyrford). The
Tobeghnns #ile Maybury Estate 13 also in the old Pyriond

parish, with the first part of Alpha Road,
the Tootpath o Cak Lane and Sandy Lane
marking the ancient boundary.

An advertisement for the Mayvhiry Steam Lavmdrey on the corner of
Mavhury Rowd and Kings Road, cI1914,
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Alpha Road and Beta Road were almost
completely redeveloped after the demolition of the
old Monument Hill School, but there wene houses
there before, built in the late 1890s, and two of
these still remann in Beta Road.

Pollard Road {only mide up ot the end of
the last century) still has o number of Victorian
and Edwardian properties, as does Princess Road
and Frailey Hill. The houses on the corner of the
twi roads are dated | 894 and bear the name
"Windsor Cottages® - a grander title perhaps than
their appearance would suggest.

The name College Road dates only from
the time of the Royal Dramatic College (see "
Chapter Five), but the rond was almost certainly in existence before this and the pub may be older, too. There
were squatter cottiges in this area priof 1o 1he Necropolis Company’s arrival, but nothing now remains from
those days, Nor does anyvthing remain either of the Primitive Methodist Chapel opened in 1863 on the site now
occupicd by the petrol station. The oldest properties now in the road seem 1o be those between Frailey Hill and
Sandy Lane, with Azalea Cottage dating from 1863,

Sandy Lane and Lavender Road had a few small cottages and villas by the mid-158%0s, The
Wood' (later called Westerfolds - afier which Westerfolds Close is named) being one of the lorgest and carlicst,
The former Post Office, on the comer of Lavender Road, together with the cottages next 1o it, is also late
Wictorian in date.

Maybury Hill (or Bunkers Hill, as it was originally called) is dominated by the former 51, Peter's
Convent on the brow of the hill. Oppasite, on the corner of The Ridge, is Maybury Rough, a large late-1880s or
early-1890s building - one of the first 'upper-class’ residences in the arca. [t was soon joined by other large
houses such as Firlands (since demolished) and "Heathlands', now divided inte Nats and called Maybury
Howse,

N 7 o
Maytuery H in the cardy 206h century, showing severa! of the farge howses
thet have since heen demolished and replaced,
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The drive to these houses (later
extended around the wp of the hill) became The
Ridge, but in those days the northern section of
the road was known as Hillview Road. This
should not be confused with the Hill View Road
pear the park, just as ‘Marlborough Road”,
which is now known as Lytiton Road, should not
be confused with the newer road of the same
name to the north of the railway!

The houses on the southern slope of
Maybury Hill (towards the Maybury Inn) date
# from the early years of the 20th century, whilst
in the other direction there are a few late-1%h-
century buildings prior to the junction with
Chiemtal Road, with carly Edwardian villas
further down towards the arch. The shop by the
arch was onginally built in 1919 for the Woking
Co-operative Sockly.

Abave = Maybury Hill, looking up the il from the funciion
with Scndy Lane,

Below = The Mavbury Inn and (fd Waking Road,

o T
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its highest and home ownership
t its best . . . . .
u t an the Oriental Road is

D A v I s ESTA T Es obvipusly named after the

Institute and as a name therefore

ORIENTAL H;AD woKiNng [only dates from after 1884, But

or HIGH STREET HORSELL |the section from the station 1o
T o Bt Bt s FRE e |Lytton Road pre-dates the

ORITAL L ROAD ORSELL i bmrp g v o e e vt o |Institute, probably being laid out
'ﬁ— rem 15/6 weiae Thtn WOKING 308 for. Frma Do b s by the Necropalis Company in
tem JT/B weis s EEa o T e
78w A1 FREEHOLD e M e Bt o e ey = e meen, the carly 1860 10 8erve the
e T R i WORING ZIT1 bor Fros Cor e wiew Royal Bramath: College. There
il = e were, however, no houses in the

road until the early years of the
20th century apart from the

L]
— Rastrick’s’ home at 'Woking
Lodge'. Oriental Close was built
|.-h.|'|.'c'r.r:'.1.rmr.'nr frome TY38 for xome of the new houses of Oviental Road. on this site in the late 19305
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The College (and later Institute) were not the only institutions to have developed in the road. In 1909
the London & South Western Railway Servants” Orphanage transferred here from Clapham. The Orphanage has
since been demolished, but the Railwaymen's Home is still on part of the site.

uELE'L’JE_‘--
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Abwsve — The London & South Western Railway Servanis " Orphanage (later the Southern Railwaymen s
Home) buile in 1909 in Oviental Road.
Below — The Orphanage s Bovs " Gymnasiic Squad practising on the playing ffelds beside the Mosque.
The estate of Davchester Close now occupies the site,

St Paul's Church (built in 1895) was origmally a chapel of case o Christ Church, the Vicarage for which
was built in 1898 in Onslow Crescent. The present St Dunstan's R.C. School is on the site of the former CollE

Vicarage!



Onslow Crescent was one of three Crescents laid out by the Necropolis Company to the south of the
station in the late |850s. Heathside Crescent was another, with an inner crescent’ surviving, in part, as the drive
around the back of the Royal Mail Sorting Office.

The first house to be built in Heathside Crescent appears 1o have been "Heathside House' (later called
Heatherside), which stood on the corer with White Rose Lane (now the site of the Car Park). This is marked on
the Land Sales Map of 1859 (lot 50), but was probably sold before then. Ten vears later it had been joined by
only one other property - Werg Cottage {later called Lavender Cotiage) - on the site later occupied in the late
1960 by the presbytery of the old 51 Dunstan®s Church in White Rose Lane

Station Approach wis the original Guildford-1o-Chertsey Road, with Victoria Road and the first section
of Guildford Road being the diversions created by the railway company in the late 1830s, It was in this arca that
a ‘Sapoling' factory was established in the 1580s by C.T, Tyler & Co. {later L.OC. Sowerbutts & Co.).

The shops in this section of Guildford Road date fromabout 19405 - those further down {and across the
road) being dated to about 1594

| The Nicest Shop with the Nicest Things

Imifledifiadl atfentisn

Pervnal & cprrislen e
LA RS
JUMPFERS
CARDILA %%
REINTS

IOWNS
COATS
RUATE
Biir ] s=rymabains

FURS

BEW m XNOS Nnings Mamies it lisin sl

Cald Krierage
& Bpealaliny

* Popular Prices * Huge Selection * Finest Value Obrainable

PHILPOT’S WOKING, Ltd.

GUILDFORD ROAD and VICTORIA ROAD
Guiltdford side of Railway Arch WGKIHG Closed on Wednesdnvs | o'clock

PFHONE - i

Phillpar s oceupied the corner of Guifdford Road and
Fieteria Road, where Evans. Cveles are fedey

Above — Guildferd Road
sforwinmg tre Radbway Hovel
frerw Sovereigns) on the right,

Left - The Railway Hotel on
the Tft with Conmway West's
parage on the corner wirk
Stetion Approach, where
Blerekbpsier ix tendary,
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Grilddfoord Road, with Boorman's Garage vn the
lef - the gite now sceupied by Meirion House.

e 1 s

Mavwell 's Masic ,‘ﬂ,lrrp o Ihr COFReT rilf Heathside

The land on either side of Station Approach
Foad and Sratfon Approgch i 4

was apparently bought by George Rastrick from the

Necropolis Company, and when he died in 1905 the plot

where the Magistrates Courts and Police Station are now

was bought by Mr. W.CL Slocock, the nurseryman. In

o 19 he sold it 1o the County Council, who in 1914 buil

the Boys” Grammar School. The school is now the Police

Station, the original Police Station having been on the

other cormer of Heathside Rosd. 1t was built in 1887,

along with The Retreat (see dote-stone).

The land to the north of Heathside Rowd

{ between Station Approach and White Rose Lane) was

il Mecropolis land, but as the name suggests, this road

marked the 'side’ of the "heath' and, as the Necropaolis
-

i A
Company bought only the heath, the
farmlund 1o the south was in differem
hands,

Much of the Necropolis land
in this area was bought by Rastrick so
that by the tum of the century il
remained undeveloped; bul as we now
move away from the influence of the
Mecropolis Company, we discover the
local landowners cashing in on the
growth of the new town,

In 1883 the Fladgate family
sold thew land - Cross Lanes Farm
and by 1894 places like Lismore, Beech

Croft and Wilmington House ]:m:ll been ; F__J";\IF__, rF"" —
built on the south side of Heathside e S S e M
Road. Heathside Road, leoking towards the function with White Rose Lane.
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To the west of White Rose Lane (and
the north of Heathside Rood) the lond of
Heathside Farm was sold in 1882, creating Coley
Avenue and the large houses of Park Road
(west). Heathside Farm itself continued as a
Farm until the late 1890, when the houses along
the south side of Heathside Road were buill.

Heathside Road eventually becomes
Pembroke Road, which was developed mainly in
the late Victorian and early Edwardian periods . :
(there were few houses i the road before |804), ) e i e —
whilst Shuftesbury Road (linking Pembroke . ; ; ’

Road to the southern slope of Maybury Hill) r ._ym 3

had only one small cottage by the mid-1 890! Ganges Lodge in Pembroke Road, designed by C.8. Tubbs
This area quickly became popular, however, as | and A.A. Meser and built in the early 200h century by Mesrs.
the many large houses of the period testify. Browlev & Co.of Bath Road, Woking,

The name Park Road docs confuse
some people, who think that it should be near
Woking Park. But in fact this ancient track across Woking Heath refers to the Deer Park attached 10 Woking
Palage and not 1o the Edwardian pleasure park down in the Hoe Valley - more of which later!

The ancient origin of the road is reinforced by the two 1 6th-century, Grade 1 cottages still in the road.
The (Old Cottage is in the southern section, whilst Ramwick Cottage is opposite Downside Orchard.

Ramwick Cottage was previously a public house known os the Castle Ramwick Inn. This apparently
was one of the favourite meeting places for the "Prize Fights' - illegal competitions that ook place on the edge of
Woking Common up until the late 1860s. The site of the Sorting Office in White Rose Lanc was apparently the
site of the ring’.

e Y R F7 S5 A 1al = Ivy Lane was laid
L - T B o XN A L 7 :
. B A e s '.'.:fh‘;' oS 2 The Hockering area {001 bY the 18905, but only a

“¥ | el920 showing the site couple of houses were built

1 «Q ¢ e N7 \i q of Woking Foothaif [ |BY the end of the century
Lh » r 0 L= . Clib’s ground before (nearest the Mavbury Inn
! . - + _——=ut, T} P} = 5 )
/7 . SR f'l'.inlfn'-ll . ";,I' | its move to Kingfield. |8 end), In remains an un-mde
o Toll M Foolball 1Y track, typical of many such

roads in the Woking area.
The Hockering
Estate was laid out in 1904
with 107 plots, each not less
| than an acre in size and
Jmuny much more than thar.
The nume comes from the
villuge in Norfolk where the
owners of the land
originated - the Smalipiece
family. They sold the land in
1911 1o Mr. W, G. Tarrant,
whao the previous vear had
bought the Roundhill Estate
from the Earl and Counless
of Lovelace. He developed
both estates as exclusive
high-class developments. It
1% interesting to note that
Hockering Gardens is buil
upon the former site of
A Woking Foothall Club's
ground (before it moved to
Kingfield in 1923)!
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Woking, Heathside Park Romd.

. - Berd
Heathside Park Road in the early 20tk centiry

Maost of the *modem” houses of White Rose Lane were built during the 20th century, although the
Farmbouse and 11s bam are, of course, much older. The name "White Rose’ has nothing to do with the "Wars of
the Roses', as many people believe! it is apparently a corruplion of "White Trees' - referring (o the silver birches
that once grew in the lane

Ashwood Road, Heathficld Road and Heathside Park Rosd (designated as a Conservation Area in
1997 ) were all bailt on the land of
Heathside and Oldlands Farm
froom the late | 8%0s onwards.
They included large houses
such as Frinrs Rise, Normanhurst
aned Ashwood - built in 1929 1o
the design of the famous *Arts &
Crafts” architect, Mackay Hugh
Ballic-Scoty. Greystone, in
Heathside Park Road, has the

unusual feature of drain heads
dated 1905,

Meanwhile, on the
other side of White Rose Lanc
the land of Cross Lanes Farm
was being developed, with large
houses being built in Hill View
Road

The attructiveness of
Hill View Road was incrensed in
the carly vears of this century
when the developer of Blackness
Farm, the Suburban Land
Company, offered some of its
land o Woking Council asa R L
park. The guaranteed view Normanhurst in Heathside Park Road was anather property built by
across parklond helped them to Drowlev and Cao, n the early 20l century,
sell their houses on the southerm | fa their brochure of 1907 it is described as “built of red bricks, with orange
side of the road.

0 D el
S s A S

ronigh cosi, dark tiles, and green shutters ™
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Hill View Road in the early 20th cennry {above),
with The Naak (below), ane of the houses of the origimad ‘Hillview Extate’

Constitution Hill also benefited from the park,
although like Hill View Hoad it had already seen some
development by the tum of the 20th century. On the
commer with Guildford Road, the Litten Tree (formaerly
the Cotteridge Hotel) had been built in the lare 1390s
a% o private house (although it was later wsed as a
private sohool before becoming the hotel),

Blackness Lane, which onginally led 1o
Blackness Farm (where the bowling green is now), had
i few late-Victorian or early -Edwardian properties,

whilst Popular Grove still retaing some of its early
buildings.

The Litren Tree
foriginally a privite
house, then a selool!

and later the Cotteridge
Howel), an the corner af
Constittion Hill and
Catledford Road.
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Several views of Woking Park, ar
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af the Peace Celebrations
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Claremont Avenue was buill in 1887, the year the Duchess of Albany (who lived at Claremont in Esher)
came to lay the foundation stone for Christ Church. Some of the original detached villas still survive, alithough
many (such as the Northileet Hotel) have been demaolished and replaced by modem Mats,

Opposite Clremont Avenue, where it joins Wych Hill Lane, is Tumoak Avenue, which was begun in
the late 1930z, By 1938 there were just five properties in the road, including the Vicarage for St Peters (01d
Woking).

The northern side of Wych Hill Lane (between Claremont Avenue and Tumoak Comer}, and Salisbury
Road, were also part of the Cross Lanes Estate; and some of the lute Victorian houses here still survive. Most of
the older houses in Guildford Road have not, however, being replaced by modern flats or houses.

The first section of Mount Hermon Road has suffered the same fate, as has Brooklyn Roud. Bath of
these were also part of the Fladgates®. Cross Lane Farm land, whilst the lower section of Mount Hermon Road,
Midhope Road and West Hill Road were all part of Wyeh Hill Farm,

The Brooklyn Road/Guildford Road/Mount Hermaon Road tniangle was developed from the mid-1880s
onwards, whilst the other roads were not begun until the later pant of the 13905,

Mount Hermeon Rood in the early 20th century.,

York Road was also once
part of Wych Hill Farm and was
consequently developed quite
separately from the Mount Hermon
Estate to the south. 1t was laid out in
1893 - the year of the mamiage of the
Duke and Duchess of Yaork.

The read was nol as afflueot
as Mount Hermon, possibly becanse
of the close proximaty of the milway,
but at its western end there are still
i <ome pleasant Victorian properties, as
well a2 5t Mary of Bethany Church (a
Girade 11 Listed building), built in 1906-
o 7 1o the design of W.ID. Caroe. The
Congregational Church (now the
Linited Reformed Church) at the other
: end of the road dates from 1901,

The view below must have been foken before 1909807 when S1 Mary
of Bethany Churcl wax built on the plot of enpty land on the left of
the seene,




Wych Hill Farm was at the junction with Triges Lane (now the entrance 1o Wych Hill Park), whilst the
Innd to the south of Wyeh Hill Lane was connected with Bedford's Fanm {where Evelyn Close is now), Bedford's
Farm was bought by George Jockman in the 13805 and became the main Jockman Nursery from the carly | 8905
until after the Second Waorld War. The large Atlas Cedar in the centre of Wych Hill Waye and the trees on the
ereen near Turnoak Roundaboul are all that remain of the old nursery.

Blackbridge Road is really a continuation of Triggs Lane and both roads had a few houses in late
Victoruen times. Fernhill Park, near the railway arch, also contains some early 20th-ventury villas.

Triges Farm, later utilised as the "Farm Howel (where Triggs Close is now), had land on both sides of
the rond, as well as three small fields 1o the north of the rilway. These ficlds were developed in the 18905 as
Royal Oak Road and Elm Road, Later houses were built at the junction with Goldsworth Road inan area known
o5 "The Triangle' - originally called the Roval Cak Estate.

Tilehurst Cottages, near the railway arch, are unusual for the use of an enamel nume-plate and the

precise date of their construction - June 907!

[ \
s 5 B BFE Wo' WG
T development of the Goldswarth Road area was resiricted
By elhre eermal and raffwea
Arthurs Bridee, ubove, was once one of the main rowtes
herween (C0d) Waoking and florsell, whilst Step Bridge, below,
was fard still is) a pedestrian ronte from the Mownt Hermon
area to Horsell via Twin Bridges
Thie Goldywarth sidings (righs) have fargely been replaced by
the car park of Safeway s supermarket

The ol Step Bridee was replaced
By a mew “swing bridge ' in the
carly 19605 This in tirn has been
repluced by the current “siep
bridge " crossing the camal and
Lockfield Drive fthe houses in the
prieture being demalished o make
way for (s constreciion).
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The Goldswerth Arms, on the corner with Tao the north of Goldsworth Road, a small field known
Poole Rood, was apened before 1865 as ‘Sheppards’ was sold for development in the mid-1890s; and
although no roads are shown on the | 894 Ordnance Survey
mip, by 1896 'Haven Villa' and *Haven Side” were being buili at
the junction of Mable Strect and Wilfred Street. The growth of
the area by the turn of the 20th century is demonstrated by the
Post Office, whose Vietorian letter box still stands on the corner
of Goldsworth Road and Wilfred Street

Closer to town, another field (known as "Bowling Green'
jon the Tithe Map) was developed in the carly 1890s as Snelgar
B Road and Cherry Street, with houses also being built in what is
now Poole Road. To the north, Vale Farm Road and Oaks Road
were also built abour this time, although Ooks Farm isel§ was
further down Goldsworth Road.

Thee heowses of Vale Farm Road, above, have The Kingsway was built on its land in the early years
been replaced by the Cap Gemind offices, of this century, whilst in 1598 the old Goldsworth School was
whilst the howses of Butts Raad (helow lefi, |Puiltslightly to the west of Oaks Farm house, 1t is a shame that
the school {my old school ) didn't last 1o sec its centenary year,
but it is perhaps appropriate that the site is now the Surrey
History Centre!

and heing demolished, befow righi), have
been replaced by o mimber of small factory
TR




